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TO OUR 
SEPARATING BRETHREN 
of whatever dei omination, \ thoſe 

commonly called 1 


Anabaptiſts, 


Beſeec them to ſtirre their Hearts to an upright impartiall „and 
— — 4 their ayes , in order to their giving 
Glory to — Peace, and to Taking bold of the 


ſtrength of God , in this day of our own weakyeſi. 
The chief points, theſe four 3 


Is oo nm ar wherein our Brethren (fem to have receded from 
Chriſt Crucified , or the Goſpel. 

2. Ative obedience to 1 , in things, by God neither commanded 
nor forbidden; wherher a Goſpel duty ? 

3- Inſant Baptiſme , ſeeming to goe upon moſt ſhort and clear grounds of Holy 

Seripture and ſanRified reaſon. 

4. Known ſet formes of Prayer, whether an help to devotion in congregs 

" and effeuall , then Praye y the 
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to Our 
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SEPARATING BRETHREN 


of whatever denomination , eſpecially thoſe 
commonly called N 
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Beſeeching them to ſtirre up their Hearts to an impartiall upright), and 
un conſidering of their Wayes , in order to their giving 
Glory to Peace and Truth, and to Taking bold of 
ſtrength of God, in this day of our own weaknefl. 


Rethren , heartily beloved in the God of love, Chriſt Jeſus: Hee, that 
now takes u m. To be your monitour , is one that is peaceable in 
Iſrael ; wiſheth , with the Apoſtle, Grace, and Peace may be 
multiplied unto you ; ſeeks not yours, but you ; ac in ou, 
and from his heart congratulates to you, theſe two moſt Chtiſtian di 55 
ſpoſitions , which hetetotote Hee hath obſerved in moſt of you;name- þ 
$4+Þ$$ÞÞ 7) firſt, Thar generally ye doe fear an Oath and all open deboſhery & ; 
Profaneſs. Secondly , That, when lately the right Church-Order 8 
and Conſtitution in this Land , through the miſtake of the times , was either deſtroyed or * pe 
brought into contempt and diſtegute, ſomewhat neere a deſtruct ion, aod nothing of any , _ 


worth ſet up in ſteed of it (as indeed nothing of any worth, but that it ſelf , could be . 2 we. a3 
ſet up) Te yet would not becontented to live «t „and out of all both teall ane - 
ſeeming Church Order , as many did. Theſe dear Brethren , are two ſuch believing * 


qualifications » — „trick living, and great devotion to Diſcipline, That would ye 
now , with theſe , conform and apply your ſelves (through the power of grace and * N 
to the eſtabliſhed way of rhis Nation; The advantage, ye might briog to t 
truth of the Goſpel , to the peace of Chriſtendome , aad to the eternall welfare both of 

ads 0 Az ; . your 


f (z) 
ans your ſelves and of others, would be ſuch , as no conceit can aforchand ſufficiently 
make out and declare. 

To the end therefore, ye may thus (through Grace) bleſſe both your ſelves and others,& 
that the God of Order may love you the Sons of Order, yet more and more ; Hee I verily 
believe; hath ſtirted up m y Spirit , to lay before you thoſe convictions of the ua · Evange 
licallneſs of your way , that to me truly ſeem utterly unte ſiſtable. For » Brethren, 
even the meaneſt of you, whether that way can poſſibly be the right , which ſcems to have 
all theſe un-ChriMfian things, moſt truly charged upon it z namely, x 


Firſt , That ye do ſitike in with the Papiſls, in the moſt venomous and un-Chriſtian point 
of all, namely, Their 22 condemning all other, or, their holdiog all other Chti 
ſtians beſides themſelves , to be in flate of damnation ; and, ſeparating from them ac- 
cordingly. Thus doe the Papifts ; thus alſodoe ye. But that in ſo thinking and doing » 
both of you , doe both doe and think clean contrary to Chriſt: Crucified, or, the Goſpel. 

Secondly, Your,rejeting of the Three Creeds. 

— y > Your uncharitableaffirmiog all the Minifters of England, to bedeceivers , 
Im rs, & c. 

owrthly, Your countiog all, ot moſt Societies of Chtiſlians, beſides your ſelves, to be 
the Revelation- Babylon: And to rhis purpoſe in your Arromes againf{ Babylon , making, 
ckly ,ſbortly, aud, the time i at hand (expreſſions in ſundry places of that Book) to 
Tenity a Tradt of time, reaching our times and even to the very end of the World ; contra- 
ry not onely to the Truth , but alſo to the Scripture uſe of the Word, as well, as of 
«ll other Books and Languages beſide. 
g Fiftly,Your Urging People to judge for themſelves in controverted Point: hie h yet by 
Gods Word, are left to the Rulers gather'd together in a Council, Heb. 13. 17. Com- 
pared with Att. 15. 

Sixtly , Your lighting of Prayer and Praiſe and of the word diftinQly read, in the AC- 
ſemblies , as a Part of Worſhip. 

Seaventhly, V our Endevouring to perſwade People againſt all ſenſe and Re:ſon,That the 

whole Church ; not onely iu S. Cyprians and Tertullians , but alſo in Hyginus his time, 
was ignorant, whether the $0; or roo. years before , Infants were Baptized or vo; 
When themſelves , or their Fathers , were ſome of thoſe Iofants. 

Eghily,Your ſfimulation,pretending to Preach onely by inſpiration, when ye your ſelves 
know;well enough, that ye doe it, not without much uſe and ſtudy and conference, and 
thoſe other means and wayes , that other men take and uſe; And not onely by the pre- 
ſent Iaeitations, Aſſiſtances, Suggeſtions and Inſpirations of the Spirit. | 

Nmthly , Your making all Iofants — of any room in the viſible Church, whileſt 

£4 vm —£ 0 Infants. A piece of cruelty never heard of , from the beginning of the World , till, about 
p 200, Fears agoe. { 

Sn Te, Your making ro difference at all, between the Infants of believers and'of 
ue F Infidels. 

* foo Elevently , Your making both Jewes and Gentiles to be now , ( under Chriſt, and the 
=” : 2 in a farre worſe eſtate, in reſpe of theit Infants, then they were, under Moſes 
. r the Law. 

3 Tuelſthiy Your allowing your ſelves in the violation of the 6. and 7. Commandements, 
— 7 by your endangering not the health onely, but Chaſtity alſo , of many , that ye dip. 

PS. Thuyte:nth. Your making nothing of the general cuſtome,uſage & praftiſe of Chriftians; 

L. 2.047) - clean contrary to what S Paul does For he, in that ſolemne debate about being covered,or 

7 5 ＋uncovered in the Publick ſacred Aﬀemblies , makes this his concluding , and, as it were, 
—_— ) 1 unanſwe table atgument; 1 Cot. 11. 16. But if any man ſeem to be conten- 
L, ul þ- tous » We have no ſuch cuſtome, nor the Churches of God. For his meaning even inthe opi- 
1 nion of Mr. Walter Craddock, is this; if with all this, that I have ſlid, the conten- 
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tious among you will not be ſatified , but will in the Holy Aſſemblies , the Women be 

uncovered ; and the Men — — —¾ „this undeniable 

and unanſwetable Argument , as being mat ter of known fact and practiſe, all ei- 

vil as well as Chriſtian people; That no where is it in uſe for Men in the ſacred Aſſemblies 

to cove themſelves, and for Women to be uncovered. But moſt ſigually true is this» „ a 

among Chriſtians , There being not a Church of God auy where that ſo docs. Now to 

go by ones ſelfe, and in ſuch things as theſe, to doe and practiſe in a clean different 

way from all other Chriſtians , This ſure muſt needs be v 8 ſingula-. | 

rity and ſelf + ay at leaſt 3 to ſay nothiog of the — 4 „ and Impiet xy "oY 

thetunto conjoyned. * 1 
This , Brethten , ſeems to be the true minde and meaning of $. Paul in this place : And . 

if ſo it be, then Judge ye, whether your Nlightiog of the 2 iſti JS ea 

be an Apoſtolicall and Chriftiao thing or oo. PR | 
Fourteent hi. Your reſtraining the manner of Baptizing to dipping : Whereas r. The wordy e, 

ſignifies waſhung,afuſion , or ipriokling, as well as di & immer ſion and dowſiag 

head and ears. 2. Chriſt hath not appointed the meaſure of Water , not the mannerof ww 25” © 

Waſhing ; no more then Hee hath appointed ia the Lords Supper . what quantity of Bread - 

and Wine each muſt take. And as it would be but folly for any to think, that Men N 

needs fill themſelves full of Bread and Wine, becauſe it beſt ſignifies the fuloeſs of Cheiftz, | = A 

ſo it is no bettet to ſay, We mult be waſhed all over, it beſt ſigai ties our "EE. 


wit rc. w x4 = 
Fiſteenth. Y our teaching, that the lafants of ble Church members under the Geſpel (on 4 b 
That the Infants of Chritrans) ought to have their Baptiſme deferred, till they come to p hy 
Age; and, accordingly. For which your Docttine and prattife , there's noone — - * 
word , or example in all the New Teſtameat. | co | 
Sixteenth. Your deceaving your ſelves & others with Arguments 3 Teſtimonio Nee , nad 
thus, We read not in all the New Teſtamenc , that the Apoſtles Baprized any 5 
Therefore they Baptized none. An argument no better then theſe ; We read not in all 20” 
the New Teſtament , that the Apoltles did in their Prayers life uptheir. eyes to Heaven; jo , 
Therefore they neverdidſo. Thatthey did ever make uſe of the Lords Prayer.” There» 


fore they nevet did uſe it, exc. A nene ad non fatinm , non valet conſequentia. 4 
Seaventeenth. Y out turniog Scripture af rmatives into excluſives, thus; The Apoies) nn, . 
BaptizedMen and Women come to Age: that is, ſay ye, They Baptized ſuch onely , 
none elſe. They Baptized in the Name of the Lord Jelus;rhat 15, ay ye, la the Name of the 
Lord Jeſus onely , without mentionipg Father or Holy Ghoſt , exc. Enartations , uo bi | 
tet then theſe ; The Apoſtles Ieh. 21. Did eat Fiſh ; therefore Fiſh one, and never any 
Fleſh, The Apoſtles did Preach the Goſpel by Word of mouth ; therefore by Word 
of mouth, and did never put it into writing. Bleſſed are they, that have not feen, and 
yet have believed ; therefore only ſuch are bleſſed ; Therefore S. Thomas, who by ſeeing 
the Wounds and Scars of the Lord Jeſus after his Keſurretion came to believe, was not a 
bleſſed believer , Sc. 

Eighteenth. Your comforting up your (elves with paſſive obedience, that is, with ſuſ - 
feriog what the Law inflits, when ye do not, what it commands. But conſider, Brethren. 

t. That in all the Book of God there cannot be any one believer named, not an 
one Word of God noted, Wartanting believers ſo much as to doubt or diſpute , mac 
leſſe to diſobey and condemne when once due Autharity has iaterpoſed is things indif- 
ferent. So that not onely diſobedience, but alſo mere paſlive obedience , in thu caſe , is ut- 
tetly un-ſcripturall , that is, ſuch as has neuher precept nor ptactiſe, not Text nor fact, 
to warrant it throughout the whole Bible. | 

zly. That, whereas ſome perhaps may thiak to evade the force of this Obſervation by 
— — Things indiffeteat clothed with their Circ „ and Things 

i not-clothed with their circumſtances; We may ſure be to tell chem _ 
A 3 


(4) 
hand, That, this diſtioction ſeemes but amere Notion , or, a diſtintion without a diffe- 


7 rence; Becauſe One part of It appeares to be entirely wanting, There being no particular 

| 44—, ching in Common life,” but . with Accidents and Circuwftances. And there- 

fore, If the —— Powers may —_— ia any indifferent Things, It wuſt be in 

oY 2c = Things indifferent, c reumffances, Theie beiog no other things at all, 
io Common life, for them to interpoſe io. 


, deferens zy. That Circumſtances , though never ſo many, if ſome where in God's word they be 
The Tot Eee forbidden, can never — any Thing lndiſf rent, Not Indifferent, ot Unfit 


re 46nd Unlawfullforthe Soveraigne Magiſtrate to interpoſe in, whether by Prohibition or 

uh], 420, Injuntion, as Hee ſees Cauſe. (If indeed the Uoſepatable Accidents aud Circumftan- 

+ wx ces be certdituly forbidden, The Thing it ſelfe we acknowledge to be forbiden to; Not 

4 in and of it ſelfe , but becauſe of thoſe ſinfull forbidden Adhbereſcencies, But no ſuch, 

lick ©'* wearecompetently certaine , cac be noted in any part of our Conſtitution. And for the 
„faulty Excevtions , that be, Theſe are the faults of men, not of the lawes. ) 


Ay. That St. Pauls Rules about got giving offence to weak Brethren , have _ on- 
ly in ſuch things as the Chriſtian Magiſtrate has not interpoſed in, neither by Prohibition, 

4 nor lojuntion; For then no Chriſtian Magiſtrate had determined one way or other; Not 

as there Any One then, ſo to doe. But nom; ( bleſſed be our God, who hath made ſo 

many Ki of the world to be the Kingdomes of the Lord Jeſus!) The caſe now 

is farre otherwiſe, as in many Soveraigneties beſides , ſo particularly in theſe our Indepen- 

dent Kingdomes of England, Scotland and Ireland. Adde hereunto i. That the Caſe, that St. 

Paul ſpeaks to directly and particularly , namely, Things offered to Idols, is now no where 

to be met with in the Chriftian world. 2. That To make Rules for Conſeience by Ana- 

4 logie or Proportions , when therein we have pot the Ancient Church going before us, nei - 
; "ther — Practiſe, not undoubted Canon, ſeemes a daring very dangerous and no- 

9. . a . 

Sly. That the Word requires, not only Paſſive , but alſo Active Obedience from you, 
885 Ia all theſe Scripture - unde term d Matiers, wherein the Magiſtrate by the word may in- 
web. „ tetpoſe. Now that in ſetling the Outward worſhip of God, He may and ought to put in, 
| ſeemes competently certaine,as otherwiſe, ſo eſpecially from 1 Chron. 2 5.ver/.1. 2. 3. and 

. -2 Chron.29. 30: forinthe former of theſe places recorded we have a Plaine O:der or Act 

. from King David and his Captains, that is, his Councill of Officers; not only from — 

5 David, the man after Gods own heart , but alſo from fandry Ordidgry wen, his Commil- 
fion'd Officers : ( The Great and moſt Legal Farliment not then ſitting. this extemporary 

Convent ion of Officers ſery'd the turne. How much more ought a moſt free , full and moſt 
— yn vr rn tory ) I ſay by this 7 — — — Order 

is no ſooner » for prophe that is,ſor pra with Harps, Pſalteries,and Cym- 

bals; But preſently It is mofi chorrfally and un y obeyed. The like ſubmiſſion allo we 

find in the other place, given to the ordinance of Hexe and his Princes for Common 

Prayer, or, in the literal words of the text, for ſinging praiſe unto the Lord, as we now are 
appointed to doe by our King, his Princes and Parliament , in the words of David and of 

Ajaph the Seer: for the very next words ate; And they ſang prayſes with gladneſs, in theſe 

formes, and they bomed their heads and norſb1pped. 

6ly. That if Ye ſuffer nevel ſo patiently and meekly , when Ye ſhould have obeyed 
Actively, ſinne yet doth lye at the — and upon the Conſtience. Becauſe Impoſſible 
it is, that corporal outward ſuffering ſhould be any expiation of loward ſoule · ſinne. 

Ny. That, If ye ſuffer as Buſy bodies in other mens matters, then can ye not be in- 
nocent; not , by the Goſpel rule, take any comfort at all in your ſufferings. For,when we un- 
derake to Judge the laws, which thing belongs only to the law makers, are we not Buſy- 
bodies in other mens matters! 

sly. That, It ſeemes to be the moſt hazardous and curious point (one of them) in 

a all 
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all Chriſtianity, Paſſively to Obey, without being guilty of ſome ſinne or other: Becauſe; 
Thereunto theſe two things are found to be of Abſolute neceſſity. 1. That, we be Ante» 
cedently Innocent, that is, That We be ſure, We neither doe deſerve , not have deſerved 
out ſufferings , by any our own Weakneſs or Wickedaeſs, 2. That in our ſuffering , We 
finne not againſt any point ofChriftian meekneſs and Patience; eſpecially, That we ſpeak 
not evill of the Power, By and under which we ſuffer;and , That we be ſo farre from grudg- 
ing at our ſufferings, and from deſiring by — indirect meanes , To ſhift ourſelves of our 
Croſs, that we greatly rejoyce under ic. Whether thus It be, or , when It comes to tryal, 
be like to be with You, Brethren, in all Reſpects, Your ſelves will make the Righteſt eſti- 
mate. 

9. Adde hereunto, That in things by God in Scripture neither cleerly forbidden, nor 
elcerly commanded i. e. in things doubt ful and Indifferent, The moſt conſcientious and 
prudent Believers have ever counted ſhe ſtate of ſubiection, to be the hugely Happy ſtate, 
that is, That the Supreme tate and the laws ſhould chooſe for them. For Hee, that 
hath the laws on his fide , hath alwaies ſome thing of ttue religion to warrant him. And, 
Taking things upon truſt from due Authority, or, Preſamption in the behalfe of Authori- 
ty is alwaies the ſafer: Preſumptioeſt pro Authoritate Imponentis. And ſubjects ought 
to judge in favout of the law; Sobdus tenentur in favorem legs judicare. Aud many the 
like good Rules there ate to this ſe. * 

Nineteenth, Your Contempt of deductions from Scripture;Contrary not only to the Pta - 
iſe of our Lord Himſelfe, Mat. 2. 32:a0d of his Apoſtles, 4 Cor. f. v. 14. 15.1 Tim. g. v.17. 
18: but alſo yout on to; For, nothing ei her doe yee bring ot can yee bring agaioft lu - 
fant-Bapriſme , It being in Scripture no whete forbidden ) ſave only certaine nded 
deductioos and Reaſonings from Scripture words and Phraſes. For inſlance, When ye 
ſay, Infants are not to be baptized, Yee draw it from Conſequence, thus; Becauſerhere is 
no Command for it in yourſenſe. When yee affirme the Covenant is not made with Be- 
lievers and their ſeed now, as with Abraham; It's drawne by conſequence, Becauſe, ſay 
yee, Abraham is no 2 Father to us, as to the Jews, and, Becauſe that 3 was 
a mixt Covenant, &c. When ye come to prove, , izing is by Plunging, ye atgue by 
conſequence, Becauſe the word fignifies it; Beal chens pony whe — was, 
and went downe into the water, & c. And though yee greatly miſtake in all theſe and ma- 
ny like cooſequences ; Yet this is full ad Homies, or, Againſt your ſelves, who deny 
conſequences to warrant Inftitutions, and yet have nothing to prove your own way , but 
what is by cooſeqence from Scripture. 

Tnentieth. Your wilfuloeſs.Ye will not, ye ſay,be perfwaded,that Infant Baptiſme bath: 
any ground in Scri » unleſs ye may ſee ſome Scripture in ſo many words affirming , 
That Iufaats were —— ot, ought to be baptized. Is not this to ſay, Wee will nor 
believe that God hath ſpoken any thing to this point, becauſe , Hee hath not ſpoken it juſt 
as we would have had him? Or, We will not receive the ſenſe and drift of the Scripture » 
becauſe the words are not juſt ſuch, as we thinke had been fitteſt? Or, We will not content 
our ſelves with good ground for the Ptactiſe, becauſe they are not juſt ſuch grownds , as we 
would have? What is frowardneſs and meere wilfulneſs, if this be not? By the ſame Arti- 
fice, yee may teject the Trinity, the Lord's day, and indeed every thing of faith, that is 
not in Scriptare, in ſo many and ſ#ch words, as yee think had been beſt and ſitteſt. 

Upon theſe and other like conſiderations, It was, ſure, That One (almoſt your owne ) 
did yet, many yeares agoe , thus proclaime in print ; The ſumme of All, writes Hee, that 
our Brethren have to ſay, — — make a great noyſe in the world , is only this; 
That they can find in the New Te at no ſyllabical precept , or words of command in 
termes, ſaying, Goe, baptize Infants; Or, any full poſitive Example, where, it is recorded 
in ſo many words , that Infants were baptized. All that they ſay beſides , is to quarrel 

with our — 1 and make ſhift to evade the ſtrength of them; But this is the only At- 
gument, and theit All to ſpeake on. For , however they talke of the Covenant, 2 
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ly and ſpiritual ſeed, and ſome other matters; Tet this is their Great and moſt ſucceſſefull 
Argument. And yet it's whole ſtrength, is nothing but this falſe Principle, That no 
Conſequences from Scripture are obliying ot of Divme —— A principle carrying 
in the face of it, theſe three intolerable Abſurdities, (among ſundry other. 
K. . Then, No One can ſpeak Divine Truth, but thoſe that ſpeak juſt the very expreſſions 
of Scriprure, 

2. Only ihe very letters aud Syllables in the Bible ſhould be Seripure , not the ſenſe and 
meaniog. 

3. All Propheſyings (commonly called Preaching) All Enarrations , Opening, Ap- 
plying and expounding of Scripture, thould be laid aſide, as Uſeleſs, if not Godleſs. 
Adde to all this z That the Way of the Church of England, which ye have left, ſeemes to 

—_ _ cleere ſhort and certaine Grounds of Holy Scriprure and ſanctiſied Reaſon, 

uch as theie 

1. Infants may and ought to be entered into Covenant with God, as upon other Autho- 
rities, ſo particularly, Dewt.2 9.11. Yee ſland this day All of you Your Captaines Tout 
Elders--*Your Little Ones, Your Wives - That thou ſhouldeſt enter into Covenant with the 
Lord thy God. | 

2. When we ſee the Lord Jeſus himſelfe counting childrens coming to Him by their be- 
lieving freinds , to be Feri coming unto Him; We have ſure ſufficient ground to believe, 
That He counts alſo theic Profeſimg the faith by their —_— friends, to be Very Pro- 
feſſing. Phyſically indeed or, According to the Phy fical, ſenſible or decretive Will of God, 
This Profeſhing is the act of the ſureties : But in Law-lenſe or Morally , that is, 
According to his Moral , Intelligible , Legiſlative Will , It is the Childs own AR. 
Juſt as when « Father puts his Childs life into a liviog , and ties him to takeſuch or ſuch a 
man for his Land-lord , and to pay him ſuch or ſuch a Rent 5 and if be doe not, to for · 

feir his eftate ; if he doe, ta enjoy it according tothe Covenants : Phyſically , All this 
is the Fathers Act, but Morally and in the ſenſe of the law, The Child is poſſeſſed 
of the benefit , as well as of the Burthen, as much as if he had both-known what is 
done, and alſo had done it himſelfe. The Accomodation to our preſent buſineſſe 
is ſo obvious , that ſcarce Any ſure need to be holpen to doe it. For who ſees not 
that the ſureries , having Power and obligations from Deut. 29. 11. tocnter the Child 
into Covnant with God, doe indeed ſo doe? Engage him to lake Chriſt for bis Land- 
lord as twete ? To enjoy and hold of him, all the Benefits of the Goſpel , under the Rent 
of Faith and Repentance and the other Goſpel. Obſervations? If Hee doe not pay his Rent, 
to forf-ir his living? If Hee doe, To enjoy it with ſurety and Higheſt comfort? & . And 
boldly may the ſureties in the Child's behalfe, proteſt, That it is , His defire to be baptized 
into the faith of Chrift,, bec auſe every One may and ought to be preſumed not only Con- 
Jentmy to, but alſo deſirous of , That, which is for his Good; As this his beeing entred in- 
to Covenant with his God, forcertaine is No ſmall Good to every Child ſo ente: d; Un- 
leſs haply we dare be lo abſurd and wicked to affirme , That it is beitet to be owt of Cove- 
nant with God, then n And, To be out of the Boſome of the viſible Church , then nuten 
it. &c. 

. Inthe Inſtitution of Chriſtian Baptiſme ſome time before. Job. 3. verſ. 22.26: and 
cha p. 4.verſ 1.2: and ia the Commiſſion for Baptizing, Math. 28. There is pothiog againſt 
Infant Baptiſme;z But rather, Math.2 8. verſ.19.20. Roome purpolely left for it , becauſe 
therein Diſcipling by Baptizing, that is , by Engaging into the Name of Father, Sonne and 
Holy Ghoſt that is, unto the true Chriſtian Religion, is clearly ſet before Teaching. The 
words, theſe; Beeing gone therefore Deſc: +{- all Nations, Baptizing them into the Name 
of the Father and of the Sonne and of the Holy Ghoſt, Teaching them to obſerve all thiogs, 
whatſoever I have, & . 

4- The Baptizing of Growne Believers is ſo frequently noted in the New Teſtament, 
To ſhew not the Proper and adequate ſub)ect of Baptiſme, but the ſucceſs and * 

0 
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che Goſpel ; that, norwithſtanding there ſeem'd to be in Chriſtian Religion ſo many 
Foyer pot Norm „yet in very deed ſuch reaſonableneſs as well as power was in 
he diſpenſation , that fo many thouſauds of Menand Women, come to mature 
ind — , and ſome of them the greateſt and moſt judicious Scholars of the; b 
lid jet very readily and deliberately engage in it, in the ordinary way. 


5. Whereas the main things, that ye ſo much yaunt of, and Rand upon, aretheſe 
two , your perſonall profetſſing and Covenanting ; both theſe (ſuppoſe it were lamfull for 
every man to chooſe, which way he will zo,whether ours or yours every ſober Chriſtian 
ſute would chooſe to have his Children doe, in our way, rather then in yours 3 becauſe 
they may be done, if not better and ſooner, yet 4s ſoone and d well, in cr way a4 in 
yours. For, whereas the time, that ye would haye young Ones admirred to Baptiſme , 
is then, wheo they ate come to be of ſo perfect age, as to be able y to pro + 
telle, and ſerrowſly to engage, at this very point of time, our Church (according ro A+ 
pottolicall Lnſtirurion and praftiſe ) hath ordered all ſuch adult to be preſented to the Bi + 
ſhop for Coafirmation , and after that to be admitted to the Holy Commbnion , and not 
before. And whether tatify ing and confirming their Baptiſmall vow , openly befoce the 
Church, with theit own mouth and of their own accord, together with all theſe venerable 
and weighty circumſtances , that are or ought to be uſed and toad upon at the time in or- 
det to keic being confirmed , and admitted unto the Holy Commuion , be not like to 
work as much upon them, and as mut h to prevent uawort 1 receiving » as would at the 
ſame time cheir profeſſing & covenanting, in order to their being admitted to Holy Bapriſ. 
me; let any one Judge , that hath but once ſeeo that ordinance d1- E 
ſpenſed (4) So graveſy, ſo ſetiouſſy. & ſo {i as it ought tobe. (, Juguſte , cw- 


So that the whole queſtion , as to this poiat of Co and rate, 46 the 
Profeſfing , is now come to this iſſue ; whether a Baptized Nom Biſhop of Sa- 
15.years old, may not Covenant us heartily and truely with his rumheth . 


God as ao unbaptized Child of the ſame age and gifts? No man ily expre 

ſute of ordinary Capacity , can be much to ſeek, which of matter, wha L- 

the Queſtion to take. Adde hereunto , that oncealready it hath tine preface , to 

been (afficiently made out, and, if need be, way be again, that D.Hammonds La- 

„by this Apoſtolicall ordinance of Confirmation worthuly admi- tine Treatiſe of 

„ niſtred, evety Biſhop in his Diaceſſe, in all likelyhood , ſhall Confirmation. 

„ have really gained engag d unto leſus Chriſt. more by fatte in two 

,» orthree monetbs, then all the Preachers of the Country , put em all together, ſhall have 
done by their Preaching , throughout the whole year. So great e is there, 
and ſo great an Obligation lies there , «pon and wnto all Phrents, natutall as well as Ec- 

”? clefiaſticalt; whatever heretofore they have done, never any more , to be flight and Per- 


* functoty in th s parc of Patetnall care and relation 


6. Thofewords in S. Paul , elſe your Children are unclean , but now they are Holy ; 
ſeem to be ditect and home for Infant Baptiſme. For the true meaning of them is this 
ſure ; elſe your Childten are or man Un-baptized , but now they 2 Pot, 
all other la etptetations ate refifted by the Scope of the Apoſtle, ot ſome other weighly 
conſiderations ; ſuch as this. 


The Holyneſs, that the Apoſtle here ſpeaks of, is a Holyneſs proper to the lofants of 
believing Parents (of one fide , at leaſt: ) But now no Holynels ir proper to ſuch , ſave one- 
ly the R-<tate Heyne, of being dedicated to God and Holyneſs by 8aptiiſme ; Therefore 
this is the Hol yne ſs here meagt by the Apoſtle ; And, Holy, here as much as Bapuxed 
or, Dedicated to God and the Holy Chiiſtian Religion by Baptiſme. I 

B Adde 


(4) 


Adde „That is the loſcriptions of uhe Raifles » Holy fe to be uſed af» 
to her in this power. N aſficme il the members of a 
Church viſible , befilles this Relative , of being ed 10 God and the Holy Chriſtian 
Keligionby Holy Baptiſme? Rohs. . 2. 1 Corgt.2. 2 Cr. . 1. Spheſ. 1. 1. Phil. 
1. 1. Coloff. 1. 1. Co! wich Epheſ. 5.26. That he might ſanRify and cleanſe it , 
with the waſhing (ot, by the laver) of n the Wotd that is, That he 
might ſanctify & ſeparate thewhole Tarholique Church to hit and Puriſy by Baptiſ- 
me, as that comprehends. 1. The facred Geremony of Baprifmal waſhing. 2. The 
Word, or, The Name of che Farhcr , Son and Holy Ohoſt, or, The true Chriſtian Reli- 
tion; Inwonbich, through or in the power of the iſes thereof, and rhe obligation 
therein laid upon Parents, ſo to devote their C as well as themſelves, They ate in 
very deed Baptized and engaged; And by which , having the ſec tet powerfull aſſiſtauces of 
the Spirit and Grace alwayes accompaning it, They arc enabled to live Holyly , that is , 
according to the Intention of God, in cawfing them to be thus ſanctiſied and ſeparated to 
himſelf and Purity - by the Laver of Bapriſme 


Two Prolepſes, or Auticipations. 


The former, this; not, but that, Holy , or Saints, in other places Ggaifies other- 
wins But that in theſe places , and 1 Car. 5. 14. This is that power, which is moſt agrea- 


Theorher , this; The Holyneſs, called farderall, or , of ſpecial! ſeparation ro God be- 
ing fifred to the bottom, is found to be nothing, bur this Relative, if not formally, 
yer . namely , when Children are born ſuc h. as by the Covenant of Grace, 
have a Right to be made wftble Churdh-menbers (ot, To be fantirfied — — to 
God and Holyneff) by the Lax ex of ;aptiſme, and ia duc time are Actually tteated, accord - 
iog to this their Native morall-righe, 


mention, or Items. 


Though Faderall Holyneſs (in the Nature of the Word) may ſigaify the Right or 
Ground of being B ized, as well as the N Bapuxel ; as one would fay , the 
Relative Holyneſs fundamentally , as wellas the Relative Holyneſs formally] Yet thu and 
not that, is that, which ſeems moſt agreable to this happy place , 1 Cor. 7. 14. 


Lafily , whereas ye ate, many of you, fall fer formes of Prayer; To all thoſe un- 
anſwered, and i un-anſwerable , Juſtifications of them, that beretofore and of late 
have been given out, adde but this one Conſideration , ſo e ſy to every willing, though 
but very mean, underſtanding ; namely, 


That , whereas the gteat Ends of Prayer Common to two ot three or more., whetheria 
Churchor fam'ly, zie theſe two, to Act and Teſtify our dependance on God, and our 
Communion of Saiats (theſe two, believing in God with all the Heart , and perfect chati - 
ty , being the 1bings,chat , forthe new Covenants ſake iv Chriſt , will doe any thing with 
Him and his Father ; ) When once ye have rid your heats of all prejudices, and, by Grace, 
have brought them to that evennes , equity and indifferency to both ſides , that is neceſſa · 
iy ; we ſhall then make no queſtion , but, upon your due and ſufficieat experience both 
oi the one and of the other way, ye will your ſelves acknowledge, that theſe two great 

graces, 


„ „. u 1 


— 


Have, ate found to be the beſt tand moſt effectuall - ſo 


'(s) 


, not onely be : 
125 eee the 


fentence. 


Nee e c you your ſelves ibe in 
* ua . - idence ; namely, ee 

upright a viog + till about four years 
e, gone on very —— your way , —_ e after due and loog trying of yaucs 
apd Try» i ug his qo deliberate ement , 28 to this Matter , in theſe 
words ; 


dy DO 
— . Wang Md expect thi nn let Red 


fy 12 5 et _ 1 


Father then to "+ - 1 i Prayers 
Next lp event pen and owt of that Word ; if once they would but prevail 
—— —— — th hn eee. 
» Thar eafy wayes of Worſhip , cannot be the 
== ba orſhip; that, — Ang caſts — Men and Prezchers doe 
, which _ can very — if atall , S 
bee ee theſe ure doe ſhew the and herd way of life , the moſt 


t and tly of any; Incas wore, — Carter venerations , are the 
venerations : ff people would bur perſwade themſelves, whar 


Heaven oly 
is truth, Thar theſe are as 2 — , and , being o tothe 
uttermoſt, as killing and they are and catching ; It wopld'opt then 
be long , bur, 29 yang | 2 th ese e en „they 
clude wi _ 5 


wayes the wok wholeſome and healthy; and ax io curing the Remedia , a3 
off us we can hit op them, that Har Ade at hand and ies as every one may 
ſo alſo fa chetiſhiog the Soul , that 
ck Worſhip, wherein every one that will , may joymin tongue and io gefture, 


22 (Pſal.|g5.2. & 35.28 & 63. Verſ. 4.5. 6. Cc) as well as in deed ad in truth, 


„inwerdly, Is that certes, which is like to be moct acceptable to God, by how much the 
„more ſuitable it is to what ſoeyer —— conditious of the People of God. 


o thi [ tthegift of P es they, that are moſt eminent! endowed 
with wireedywkvpried ) is N . che Tat From — entire - 


1 * 5 i dfo ſ * 
ee e Tein e 
ple people aud little have been brought 8 en 3 But a equi ũtion of In- 


duſtry, 
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duſuy, time, and unwearied Practiſe, as Preaching is. 

zly. That the main parts of it, are; theſe three: 

xly. Confidence ; gotren by venturing , long uſe , ſucceſſes and encourage- 
ments from acquaintance and others , as well as from God. Second ; The ſupervening 
nt 06, » ſtrengthnings and ſecret heartnings of the Spirit ; obtained by 

ing up the heart aforehand for them, by reſolving to goe forth in the ſtrength of the 

Lord God, by teaching the greater cares for ſaying andidoing what may be moſt pleaſing to 
God and moſt profitable to the hearers , to drive out theſe /efſer, concerning Applauſe 
and cenſure , and by deſpairing of any ſuceeſſe worth ſpeakiog of, uoleſs He, in his till 
but effeftuall way, doe, in the very Act, ſupply us, minurely , with Aides , Divine, 
ſudaio and as yet not appearing. Third part j a magazine of Scripture , expreſſions fat 
all occaſions (ſuchas , be thou out atm every — z cauſe us to take hold of thy 
firength & e.) laid up in the memory , and, after much uſe , offering themſelves upon 
occahon, eſpecially if we have had time aforehand, by meditation to rub them up , 2 
to range and diſpoſe of them in our miads, as we conceive to be moſt decent and affe- 
Qing. (for ſo certainly, even the moſt able of us doe alwaies deſire ſome time for our 
preparation , eſpecially if the occaſion be more ſolemne then ordinary, That, they 
that make as though they doe not ſo deſire, doe but deceive and cheat the credulous, 
as well, as defile and abuſe theit own ſoules.) 

zly That one of the ableft defenders of the Way of the Ditectory, being preſſed 
on every fide by a moſt able Opponent, at laſt very ingeniouſly gave out his very beſt 
defence; This namely, That he ſ no reaſon but Minifters ſhould be” enguged to 
Study for their Prayers as for their Sermons. Thereby plainly acknowledgiog, That 


they are the Leaſurely ptoducts of Humane fiudy, and not only ſudaine lnjeftions of 


Divine Operatiov. 


4ly That the Spiritof Grace and $ cations Zech. 12. 10. is there ed ta 
conſiſt in looking at Him , whom we have and in mouroing for him, and for our 
finnes, that brought him into that all condition; as one would Tay, In A 


faigh and Repenrance rather then in wttering fit expreſſions about and. of them. 

ſowe alzares have That about us, though we never have This; albeit out credit haply 
may be leſſe among ſome men, yet our Comfort ſhall not, before the God of them, 
and of us, and of All, For ſogreat and happy a difference is there between the Wo 
zir of Prayer, end the gift of Prayer, Thar, As the latter very frequently is without the 
former, namely, in many Learned Heads and good Wits, but unſanfified: fo alſo the 
former is — yak without the latter, in many poore unletterd, but very deyout, 
and humble, and true believing ſoules. Not that we ate to take no care, ot to e, 
little eſteeme of the Gift; But that in Prayer the maine thing we look to and after, 
noi the Gift of Prayer, but the Spitit of Prayer. All the other Texts, that by ſome have 
been applied to this matter, that is, To aſſerting the Neceſſity of the Praying Gift, are 
found te be as unconcluding and wide from It, as this in Yecharie appears to 
bee. 


Fly: That one great miſchiefe of the late tying al! Miniſters in Publick, to Pray-. 
ing by the Spirit, or, atleaſt tio Pretending ſo to doe, has been this; That thereby many 
Godly good · meaning Chriſtians have come to miſ-perſwade thBnſelves , hat All ſer 
forwes of Prayer, are not 2 2 too. And ſo in their reſpe- 
Five families, have ſet themſelves to my 206 efations, moſt - what ſo very unhappy. 
and unbecoming, that the end has been, t grow diſlike, Regrette, and Bluſhing not 
only of Friends, Children and Servants, but of themſelyes too. on that 
geedtet miſchiefe alſo; namely, When they ſaw they could not worthily keep up * 

a. 


| 
. 
| 
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TY gegen byeks — here — Way at ell, but have ler it who 
nk; to the great diſhonour of God and Religion, aud to the 
Piety both in — and Houſholds. 6 


6ly That for theſe Miniſters,that in very deed have the gift in any meaſure, They may 
ads Sr iok,it n ics „ not onely in their families, but in the 
Congregation alta, In their Pcayer before Sermon. And theſe two open exerciſes of 
it , together with that of the cloſer ( the moſt proper place of all for it) may in all reaſon 
be thought ſcope enough foc the | gifs ca walk in at pleaſure ; without encroching and 
growing upon thoſe other times and places , which due authority has otherwiſe deter- 
mined of. Eſpecially, when now that is by moſt granted which is.mo@ ttye, that God 
may » if not more earneſtly , yet as carneftly be ſought und wraffied' with, by forms a5 
by the gift. . 

7ly That robe ſo zealous for the honour, and uſe of a pure Humane acquiſition , as, 
for it, to venture upon violating a Dine command, namely, That for obedience and 
ſubmiſſion to due authority , ſeems a hardineſs ſavouting as little of prudence and ſound 
diſcretion , as it does of faith and ttue Religion. 


sly That, if a man pray never ſo readily and devourly by the gift, yet to Him onely it 
is gift, but to all the company form , for ag much tied and tinted all they ſeem to be 
by Ha words, as they would be, if ther were the words of 4 Book. Aud hence comes 
it , that praying by the gift. hasbecnymott reaſoagbly emed to be much more fit for 
the cloſet, then for the Chuteh, or Parlour, For, in theſe, tothe reſpetive companies, 
it ceaſeth to be gift. and comes to be form 3; and fo had as good be very form , known 
and acknowledged ſo to be. Becaule , in very deed, nevera whit the leſſe is it, what it 
is » for prerending to be otherwiſe. 


oy If any (ay , they find by experience, they can be much more devout and enlarged , 
when they hear a man praying by the gift, then in and by a form; We anſwer , this 
comes to paſſe generally , becauſe great prejudice they have againſt the one, and greateſt 
kindneſs for the other way. But let them be but apright and unbended in their opi- 
nions , and then, as but now was hinted , upon and after due experience, find they will 
the clean contrary. 


Toconclude, as to the whole, doe but honeſtly conſider , that there is no end of di- 

1 —— arguing pto and con , That , if a man will ſer himſelf about it , Hee may have 
ome thing or other, to ſay againſt any thing whatſoever ; That the Itch of reaſoning , 
has proved the very ſcub of Religion: And therefore , if in very deed we doe defire ro 
keep the ſpark of faith a live in our hearts, one great care for all time coming will ſure be 
rhis , to deny our ſelves in our boldneſs of queſtioning every thing , that ve can and have 
a mind to; aud: when that, which ſeems to be truth, is held out to us, preſently to admit 
and embrace it, though never ſo conttai to out former , whether ptactiſes or prepoſſe- 


And now, Brethren,theſe 2.Things ,the groundedneſs of the way ye are perſwaded to, & 
the unjuſtifiableneſs of that ye are perſwaded from, ſimply & ſiacerely being laid to heart; 
ye will, we hope, now at laſt be very ſaim upon that great Legacy of Unity & concord that 
our Lord ſo near his death, ſo eatoeſlly bequeathed unto vs 3 and alſo rake effectuall care, 
That in this our dear & Native Country , That heavenly prayer of out dying Lord may not 
in vain be poured out open and for us, Namely, That they may be one, even 45 me are one. I 


in them, and thou in mee, hal they may be made perfocl in one, ey iy, into ot in one thing 
B 3 or 


(12) 
or mied, ) and Gat the mr may kum, that thes beſt ſent mee. Even ſo, n 


ſus , come 
Dear Brethren, moſt affectio- 
. at the 
— — 


Saturday O&ob. the 4+ 
1662, 


G. E. 


